
Navigating the 

Transition to Grade 7
Grade 5 and 6 Parent Evening

Monday, September 28, 2026

6:00-7:30 PM



Agenda

uWhat is important

u Info on the Grade 5 & 6 programs/expectations

uSchool choices

uHow to select a Grade 7 school

uApplication processes for public schools

uApplication process for independent schools

uWhat JICS can do for you

uQ & A



What is important to keep in mind
uYour child has the skills/knowledge and attitude 

toward learning that every school wants

uYour child will be ready to leave JICS and thrive in 

a new school

uWe live in a great city with great school choices

u JICS graduates are in high demand. Receiving 

schools love them!

u4 Cs:

u Connection

u Capable

u Count

u Courage



What is important to keep in mind

uSchools that are in high demand (competitive 

admissions) are not necessarily the best schools 

for your child.

uStudents should not be made to feel that they 

have failed in any way. Avoid ranking schools in 

front of your child. 



Info on the Grade 5 & 6 program expectations

uGrade 5 & 6

uDevelopmentally appropriate curriculum

uHonouring what's special about being 10-12

uWell-being and academic challenge

uBuilding skills sequentially and developmentally



Skill Development

u Independence (school and home)

u Initiative and resourcefulness

uAccountability for effort

uSolving problems

uAttendance & Punctuality

uTest-taking (Grade 6)



What we want our students to be like as 

adults



What we want our students to be like as 

adults

Learning How to 

Learn

Be an Innovator Collaborate

Deal with Complexity
Empathy ð Impact on 

Others/Environment



What the receiving schools are saying 

about JICS students:

u Excellent at learning ð share their ideas, risk -takers, learn 
from mistakes, collaborators, self -motivated, questioning

u Like all Gr 7 students, they need to adjust to test -
taking but they quickly learn how to master these 
forms of assessment

u Easy to make friends

u Leaders

u Join clubs and sports teams (often on student council, 
team captains)



What the graduates say about Grade 7:

u Lots more homework

u Lots more moving from subject to subject with different teachers

u Lots more listening and recording information

u Teachers are very helpful

u Easy to make friends

u Lots of activities and opportunities for leadership (which many JICS 
grads take advantage of)

u It's a big transition, but they've handled it



PD DayVisits 



Impromtu  

Visits 



School Choices: Public & Independent

u Public - Toronto District School Board (TDSB) & Toronto Catholic District School Board (TCDSB)

u In district ð òYour Schooló 

u Out of Area 

u Arts Program School

u Alternative

u Independent 

u Academic/University Prep

u Progressive/Alternative

u Faith-Based

u Single-Gender

u International/IB 

u Special Interest (Arts, STEM, Athletics)

u Alternative Curriculum (Montessori/Waldorf)

u Special Needs & Learning Support



How to select a Grade 7 school

uResearch schools

uKnow your childõs needs and wants

uDecide what's important to you? To your child?

uTell your child that this is a parental decision 

with their input

uAttend open houses

uTalk to other parents

uNarrow down your list



Aspects to consider/Questions to ask
u School culture and values

u Size of school

u Religious or Secular

u Class size and Student/Teacher ratio

u Approach to Diversity and Inclusion

u Approach to Special Education Support

u Bursaries

u Climate that supports effort

u Degree of competition

u Assessment methods

u Extracurricular opportunities

u Focus (arts/social justice/inquiry/etc.)



School Choices: TDSB

uPublic - Toronto District School Board (TDSB)

uIn district ð òYour Schooló (guaranteed)

uOut of Area ð 1 application

uElementary Arts Program School ð 2 

applications

uAlternative ð 2 applications



Option 1: Your School Designated by your 

Address 



Option 2: Out -of-Area School (choose 1)



Out-of-Area (subject to space availability)



Out-of-Area Application/Offer Dates



Out-of-Area Schools Classification: closed or 

limited



Out-of-Area Schools - examples



Out-of-Area 2027-2028 School Status Info

uOut-of-Area status for 2027-2028 will 

be updated in November 2026 on TDSB 

website



Elementary Special Art Programs











Arts Focus Schools



Arts Focus Schools





Arts Focus SchoolsAPPLICATION PROCESS



Arts Focus SchoolsSELECTION PROCESS



Option 4: Alternative Schools

TDSB has a wide range of Elementary Alternative 

Schools available to students. 

Families are encouraged to research schools and 

programs to learn about the educational philosophy 

and distinct pedagogy before completing the online 

application.



Alternative Schools

Elementary Alternative Schools will hold information 

sessions and/or open houses for students, 

parents/guardians/caregivers from November to 

January. 

Visit the Elementary School Open Houses and 

Information Nights web page for dates and times. 

If the school is not hosting an open house or 

information session, contact the school directly.



TDSB Alternative Schools

u Applicants can apply up to two (2) schools: a PRIMARY 

school choice and an ALTERNATE school choice. The 

Alternate choice is optional. A complete list of Elementary 

Alternative Schools is available on the TDSBõs Elementary 

Alternative Schools webpage.

u The Alternate school choice will only be considered after 

all primary school choice applications have been 

considered in accordance with TDSB priorities (see section 

Elementary Alternative Schools Admission Priorities). 

u Applicants from outside the TDSB (like JICS students) will 

only be considered after all TDSB applicants have been 

considered for their Primary and Alternate school choices.



Examples of Alternative Schools



Examples of Alternative Schools



Examples of Alternative Schools



Alternative School ð Open House Info



Alternative School ð Application/Offer Dates



Summary of TDSB ð 4 Options

uIn district ð òYour Schooló (guaranteed)

uOut-of-Area ð 1 application

uElementary Arts Focus School ð 2 

applications

uAlternative School ð 2 applications 



TDSB Schools our Graduates have Attended

u Alexander Muir

u City View Alternative

u Deer Park

u Delta Alternative

u Horizon Alternative

u King Edward

u Quest Alternative

u Ryerson Community

u Spectrum Alternative

u Swansea

u Winona

u Humbercrest  

u Highland Creek

u Humewood



School Choice: TCDSB



TCDSB: Options

uPublic - Toronto Catholic District School Board 

(TCDSB)

uIn district ð òYour Schooló (guaranteed)

uOut of Area ð 1 application



Option 1: Your School Designated by your 

Address


