
Navigating the 

Transition to Grade 7
Grade 5 and 6 Parent Evening

Monday, September 28, 2026

6:00-7:30 PM



Agenda

 What is important

 Info on the Grade 5 & 6 programs/expectations

 School choices

 How to select a Grade 7 school

 Application processes for public schools

 Application process for independent schools

 What JICS can do for you

 Q & A



What is important to keep in mind
 Your child has the skills/knowledge and attitude 

toward learning that every school wants

 Your child will be ready to leave JICS and thrive in 

a new school

 We live in a great city with great school choices

 JICS graduates are in high demand. Receiving 

schools love them!

 4 Cs:

 Connection

 Capable

 Count

 Courage



What is important to keep in mind

 Schools that are in high demand (competitive 

admissions) are not necessarily the best schools 

for your child.

 Students should not be made to feel that they 

have failed in any way. Avoid ranking schools in 

front of your child. 



Info on the Grade 5 & 6 program expectations

 Grade 5 & 6

Developmentally appropriate curriculum

Honouring what's special about being 10-12

Well-being and academic challenge

Building skills sequentially and developmentally



Skill Development

 Independence (school and home)

 Initiative and resourcefulness

 Accountability for effort

 Solving problems

 Attendance & Punctuality

 Test-taking (Grade 6)



What we want our students to be like as 

adults



What we want our students to be like as 

adults

Learning How to 

Learn

Be an Innovator Collaborate

Deal with Complexity
Empathy – Impact on 

Others/Environment



What the receiving schools are saying 

about JICS students:

 Excellent at learning – share their ideas, risk-takers, learn 
from mistakes, collaborators, self-motivated, questioning

 Like all Gr 7 students, they need to adjust to test-
taking but they quickly learn how to master these 
forms of assessment

 Easy to make friends

 Leaders

 Join clubs and sports teams (often on student council, 
team captains)



What the graduates say about Grade 7:

 Lots more homework

 Lots more moving from subject to subject with different teachers

 Lots more listening and recording information

 Teachers are very helpful

 Easy to make friends

 Lots of activities and opportunities for leadership (which many JICS 
grads take advantage of)

 It's a big transition, but they've handled it



PD Day Visits 



Impromtu 

Visits 



School Choices: Public & Independent

 Public - Toronto District School Board (TDSB) & Toronto Catholic District School Board (TCDSB)

 In district – “Your School” 

 Out of Area 

 Arts Program School

 Alternative

 Independent 

 Academic/University Prep

 Progressive/Alternative

 Faith-Based

 Single-Gender

 International/IB 

 Special Interest (Arts, STEM, Athletics)

 Alternative Curriculum (Montessori/Waldorf)

 Special Needs & Learning Support



How to select a Grade 7 school

 Research schools

 Know your child’s needs and wants

 Decide what's important to you? To your child?

 Tell your child that this is a parental decision 

with their input

 Attend open houses

 Talk to other parents

 Narrow down your list



Aspects to consider/Questions to ask
 School culture and values

 Size of school

 Religious or Secular

 Class size and Student/Teacher ratio

 Approach to Diversity and Inclusion

 Approach to Special Education Support

 Bursaries

 Climate that supports effort

 Degree of competition

 Assessment methods

 Extracurricular opportunities

 Focus (arts/social justice/inquiry/etc.)



School Choices: TDSB

 Public - Toronto District School Board (TDSB)

In district – “Your School” (guaranteed)

Out of Area – 1 application

Elementary Arts Program School – 2 

applications

Alternative – 2 applications



Option 1: Your School Designated by your 

Address 



Option 2: Out-of-Area School (choose 1)



Out-of-Area (subject to space availability)



Out-of-Area Application/Offer Dates



Out-of-Area Schools Classification: closed or 

limited



Out-of-Area Schools - examples



Out-of-Area 2027-2028 School Status Info

Out-of-Area status for 2027-2028 will 

be updated in November 2026 on TDSB 

website



Elementary Special Art Programs











Arts Focus Schools



Arts Focus Schools





Arts Focus Schools APPLICATION PROCESS



Arts Focus Schools SELECTION PROCESS



Option 4: Alternative Schools

TDSB has a wide range of Elementary Alternative 

Schools available to students. 

Families are encouraged to research schools and 

programs to learn about the educational philosophy 

and distinct pedagogy before completing the online 

application.



Alternative Schools

Elementary Alternative Schools will hold information 

sessions and/or open houses for students, 

parents/guardians/caregivers from November to 

January. 

Visit the Elementary School Open Houses and 

Information Nights web page for dates and times. 

If the school is not hosting an open house or 

information session, contact the school directly.



TDSB Alternative Schools

 Applicants can apply up to two (2) schools: a PRIMARY 

school choice and an ALTERNATE school choice. The 

Alternate choice is optional. A complete list of Elementary 

Alternative Schools is available on the TDSB’s Elementary 

Alternative Schools webpage.

 The Alternate school choice will only be considered after 

all primary school choice applications have been 

considered in accordance with TDSB priorities (see section 

Elementary Alternative Schools Admission Priorities). 

 Applicants from outside the TDSB (like JICS students) will 

only be considered after all TDSB applicants have been 

considered for their Primary and Alternate school choices.



Examples of Alternative Schools



Examples of Alternative Schools



Examples of Alternative Schools



Alternative School – Open House Info



Alternative School – Application/Offer Dates



Summary of TDSB – 4 Options

In district – “Your School” (guaranteed)

Out-of-Area – 1 application

Elementary Arts Focus School – 2 

applications

Alternative School – 2 applications 



TDSB Schools our Graduates have Attended

 Alexander Muir

 City View Alternative

 Deer Park

 Delta Alternative

 Horizon Alternative

 King Edward

 Quest Alternative

 Ryerson Community

 Spectrum Alternative

 Swansea

 Winona

 Humbercrest  

 Highland Creek

 Humewood



School Choice: TCDSB



TCDSB: Options

 Public - Toronto Catholic District School Board 

(TCDSB)

In district – “Your School” (guaranteed)

Out of Area – 1 application



Option 1: Your School Designated by your 

Address



Option 2: Out-of-Area School (choose 1)



TCDSB Schools our Graduates have Attended

Cardinal Carter Academy for the Arts (Arts 

Focus)

St. Mary’s 

Our Lady of Lourdes



TDSB & TCDSB Gifted Placements - 

Requirements

 TDSB & TCDSB Special Education Class placement 
requires an Identification, Placement and Review 
Committee (IPRC) decision, which cannot take place 
until the child has been attending for sufficient time 
to permit school staff to collect the required 
information and documentation.

 How to speed up the process:

 Have psycho-educational assessment in place

Ask for an IPRC meeting as soon as possible in Gr 7

Earliest entry to Gift Program from JICS is in Gr 8



School Choices: Independent/Private

Academic/University Prep

 Progressive/Alternative 

Faith-Based 

Single-Gender 

International/IB 

Special Interest (Arts, STEM, Athletics) 

Alternative Curriculum (Montessori/Waldorf) 

Special Needs & Learning Support



Independent School Choices
All Gender:

 Greenwood College School

 The York School

 Toronto Prep School

 De La Salle

 Rosedale Day School (7/8)

 Montcrest School (7/8)

 University of Toronto Schools

 Toronto French School

 Hudson College

 Waldorf Academy (7/8)

 Leo Baeck (7/8)

 Howlett Academy (7/8)

 Abelard

 Study Academy 

 Kingsway College

 YMCA School

 Keystone School

Females:

 Branksome Hall

 Bishop Strachan School

 Havergal College

 St Clement's School

Males:

 Upper Canada College

 Royal St George's College

 Crescent School

 Sterling Hall School (7/8)

 St. Michael's College



Application Process for Independent Schools 

 Choices

 School visits and open houses (they are watching you)

 Each school must feel that you will accept an offer

 Interviews

 In-house assessments

 Work samples/Portfolios/Essays

 Report cards

 Teacher Referral Forms

 Advice to parents/children: Each school should feel 
that it is your top choice!



Example of an Admissions Website



Example of an Admissions Website



Example of Admission Entrance Test 



Example of Admissions Portfolio 

Interview



Example of Admissions Portfolio 

Interview “Success Criteria”



Example of Admissions Portfolio 

Interview “Success Criteria”



Example of Admissions Website



Example of In-House Test



Example of In-House Test



Example of In-House Test



Example of In-House Test



Example of In-House Test



Interviews

 One-on-one or circuit-style (UTS)

 Can be accompanied by a portfolio

 Every Grade 6 student will have a mock interview 

practice with Richard or Chriss

 Good opportunity to practice social skills



Report Cards

 Grade 4: December and June Report Card

 Grade 5: December and June Report Card

 Grade 6: End of Fall Term

 Honest assessment of your child's progress

 Clear statement of Grade level



Teacher Referrals

 Individual Teacher Referral for each school

 Completed by Walker

 Raadiyah/Audrey will also complete referrals if required. 

 Typically focusing on

▪ Grade level achievement

▪ Responsibility

▪ Accountability

▪ Punctuality

▪ Commitment to school community

▪ Extracurricular involvement



What JICS can do for you

 This meeting

 “Where did they go” – bulletin board 

Newsletter grad profiles

 Meeting with Richard

 Meeting with Chriss

 Parent Teacher interview

 Report cards

 Completing application package forms

 Opportunities to connect with other JICS families



What JICS will do for the children

 Sessions with Trina and the whole class

 Access to one-on-one support

 Mock interview experience

 Parameters around school conversations

 Opportunity to realize they're not alone

 Real chances for success, leadership and development of 

confidence

 Looking for strengths in a process that can emphasize 

weaknesses, building children's confidence and self-efficacy



How Parents can Support their child:

 Keep in mind that this is on their mind

 They are perceptive - if you are stressed, they will be stressed

 Every child will handle the process differently

 Emotional well-being is a prerequisite for academic success

 What experiences does your child need right now? Consider the stresses.

 ALL children need to feel successful throughout the process

 Every school is your first choice

 This doesn’t determine their future

 Change is possible

 The burden of decision making is yours, not theirs

 We want children to enjoy and fully experience their Grade 6 and Grade 5 year at JICS

 We ask parents to help with that by not having child miss too many days for open houses/new 
school visits

 Best way to be successful in Grade 7 is to participate fully in the Grade 5 and 6 experience



Supporting a Grade 6 Child: Discussing not 

dismissing worries about change/transition



Your Short List

All are first 
choices to your 

child

2-4 schools plus 
a non-selective 

option

A list that 
represents your 

priorities

Think about 
distance, 

transportation, 
logistics, costs

Each school 
must feel you 
will accept an 

offer



The Gardener 

Parenting Style

 The gardener parent takes open-ended, 

flexible approach. Much like a gardener 

who creates a nurturing environment for 

plants to grow in their own way, this style 
focuses on providing a supportive space 

where children can explore, develop their 

own interests, and flourish naturally. 

 

 Gardener parents recognize that children's 

development is unpredictable and 

complex, and they emphasize fostering 

curiosity, creativity, and resilience rather 

than tightly controlling outcomes.



The Carpenter 

Parenting Style

Views child-rearing as a project that can be 

shaped and controlled. Much like a carpenter 

follows a blueprint to build something specific, 

these parents believe that with the right 
techniques, structure, and effort, they can 

"mold" their children into a particular kind of 

adult—one that fits societal expectations of 

success. 

This style is more goal-oriented, focusing on 

producing a child who has the skills, traits, 

and outcomes the parents deem important, 

such as academic achievement or certain 
career paths.



The Carpenter 

Parenting Style

Gopnik advocates for the gardener style of 

parenting. She argues that the complexity of 

human development means that rigid attempts 

to control or direct it (the carpenter approach) 
can be counterproductive. 

     Instead, allowing children the freedom to 

explore, learn, and grow in their own ways will 
foster more resilient, adaptable, and creative 

individuals, able to face unpredictability.



Questions and Answers
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